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What was your favorite piece in middle school 
or high school band and/or orchestra?

▪ My favorite piece from 5th grade band was “Anasazi” by Anne McGinty.  I 
LOVED that piece and yet, when I programmed it, I could not figure out 
why the low brass section didn’t love it as much as I did.

Maybe because I had not paid enough attention to their part:

Common Mistake: Just because YOU loved it, doesn’t mean all of your 
students will love it.  Make sure to check over ALL the parts so your low brass 
section isn’t stuck playing this all of the time! OR consider rewriting parts so 
that everyone has the melody at some point. 



When will you start the programming process?

▪ Before school starts?
▪ Pros

▪ Cons

▪ Throughout the school year?
▪ Pros

▪ Cons



What are some instrumental considerations 
that you will need to think about?

▪ Actual instrumentation of the band. If you have odd instrumentation, 
you might not be able to do “Lincolnshire Posy.” There are publishers 
that have ‘flexible band arrangements.’

▪ Ranges of instruments in the music compared to what your students 
can actually do. The first instruments I always look at are the 
trumpets and percussion. Especially for middle school. Anything 
about a C and higher in the staff is tough for younger players (7th and 
down).
▪ Percussion parts-how many percussionists do you have? How many parts are 

there? Is it enough to keep them interest an occupied? Can you have them 
double up on parts? Do you have all the instruments that the score calls for

▪ Clarinets-how high does the music go and how confident are your students 
going over the break?

▪ What else?



Discuss:

▪ Will the students have any say in what you program?  Should they 
have any say? How will you navigate the students that want to play 
80’s music at every single concert?

▪ What is a ‘balanced’  concert program?
▪ Are you going to program all ‘classic wind band rep’? What about difficulty 

level? Key and time signatures? 

▪ What if you have a very limited budget? (For example, my budget last 
year was about 800.00-that was all the money we had for repairs and 
music-this was for four bands, two orchestras, four general music 
classes, and four choirs. No fundraising allowed)



Where do you look for music?

▪ Previous concert programs and school music library. This will give you an idea of what the students are used to playing and 
their musicianship level. But just because a band plays all Grade 4-5 music doesn’t always mean the students are truly 
capable of playing that music. It might also be helpful to look for, or request, recordings a concert. 

▪ J.W. Pepper

▪ Alfred Music

▪ FJH Music

▪ Grand Mesa Music

▪ Hal Leonard Music

▪ Manhattan Beach Music

▪ Kendor Music

▪ Kjos Music

▪ Conversations with other directors

▪ All the catalogues you will get throughout the year



Theme Concerts

▪ Highlight of the school year for the students and myself.

▪ The planning started the first day of school, with 7th and 8th graders. I 
ask for their suggestions for a ‘theme’ for the spring concert. I would 
compile all the suggestions and there would be a vote.

▪ Concert themes have included:
▪ “Colors”-(Somewhere Over the Rainbow, Black Cat Rag, Yellow Submarine, Pink 

Panther) Students wrote poetry about colors and their poetry was included in 
the program.

▪ “Carnival of the Animals” (Bugs, Carnival of the Animals, Pink Panther, Snakes!) 
Again, students wrote poetry to represent the animals (We read through the 
original poetry that went with Carnival of the Animals.)

▪ “Space Odyssey” (Also Spracht Zarathustra, Alien Visitors, Star Wars, Star Trek) 
Students wrote essays descripting what it would be like to travel through 
space.



Why Themes? or…hoW is This differenT 
from a pops concert?

▪ It might not be that different from a pops concert, but there seems to 
be a bit more cohesion to a ‘themed’ concert. 

▪ Lots of teachable moments in the music but also beyond the music.

▪ It can be difficult-choosing a theme can be restricting, so consider 
how flexible you want to be with the them. You might want to think 
about the music you want to work on first and then pick a theme. 

▪ Students can have a lot of input. 

▪ It is a great way to end the school year.

▪ It is really fun! The parents love it, the administrators love it, and the 
possibilities are really endless. 



noW iT’s your Turn!! 

▪ Groups of 2-3

▪ Decide on a theme: this can be for any age group, and this CAN work for any age 
group. 

▪ Pick out 4-5 pieces that you would use with this theme-please type these up, along 
with your theme and send them to me. I will compile the list and send out to 
everyone.  sarah.minette@asu.edu

▪ What will be some of the ‘teachable’ moments in the music?

▪ Consider a writing project that you would also implement as a part of the theme.

▪ What else might you incorporate into the theme? Slide show? Dressing up in 
characters? 

▪ We will present our themes and pieces to the rest of the class. 


